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Ms Irina Bokova, Director-General, UNESCO, 

The Honourable Stanley Simataa, Deputy Minister for Information 

and Communication Technology of Namibia, 

Sir John Daniel, President and CEO of the Commonwealth of 

Learning,  

Mr. Qian Tang, Assistant Director-General for Education, UNESCO 

Distinguished guests, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen present here in Room X at UNESCO in Paris, 

those watching the live internet-stream, and those participating 

through Twitter and UNESCO’s Facebook account. 

 

It is with great satisfaction that I present to you two significant 

products, as outcomes of our work in the recent past.  

 

The first one is related to Open Access to scientific information and 

research. The 35th General Conference in its resolution 

recommended that the Director-General “undertake a mapping of 

existing open access initiatives and open access stakeholders at the 

regional and global levels with the aim of better defining and 



strengthening UNESCO’s role in promoting open access, bearing in 

mind UNESCO’s role as a global, normative actor”.  

 

Open Access is at the heart of UNESCO’s mandate: 

Article I. Point 2 (c) states, and I quote the Constitution: The 

Organization will  

“Maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge: 

By assuring the conservation and protection of the world’s 

inheritance of books, works of art and monuments of history 

and science, and recommending to the nations concerned the 

necessary international conventions;  

By encouraging cooperation among the nations in all branches 

of intellectual activity, including the international exchange of 

persons active in the fields of education, science and culture 

and the exchange of publications, objects of artistic and 

scientific interest and other materials of information; 

By initiating methods of international cooperation calculated to 

give the people of all countries access to the printed and 

published materials produced by any of them.” 



Access to and sharing the benefits of scientific advancement is also a 

Human Right as proclaimed in Article 27 of the Universal Human 

Rights Declaration (1948), and it goes on to say:  

“27 (2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral 

and material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or 

artistic production of which he is the author.” 

We consider that Open Access to scientific information is both a 

researcher’s greatest output and technological innovation’s most 

important resource. Open Access is the provision of free access to 

peer-reviewed, scholarly and research information to all. It requires 

that the rights holder grants worldwide irrevocable right of access to 

copy, use, distribute, transmit, and make derivative works in any 

format for any lawful activities with proper attribution to the original 

author.  Open Access uses Information and Communication 

Technology to increase and enhance the dissemination of 

scholarship. Open Access is about Freedom, Flexibility and Fairness. 

 

Through Open Access, researchers and students from around the 

world gain increased access to knowledge, publications have greater 

visibility and readership, and the potential impact of research is 

heightened.  Increased access to and sharing of knowledge leads to 

opportunities for equitable economic and social development, 



intercultural dialogue, and has the potential to spark innovation. 

Open Access allows researchers to gain access to previously 

restricted knowledge and new knowledge as it is being produced, 

wherever it is being produced. It is at the heart of UNESCO’s goal to 

provide universal access to information and knowledge 

 

Following the mandate in the 35th General conference, the 

Secretariat has been working in the field of Open Access to 

strengthen UNESCO’s leadership role, and a significant study was 

undertaken in collaboration with regional partners such as the Latin 

American Social Science Council (CLACSO), International Network for 

Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP), Electronic Information 

for Libraries (EIFL), and Open Access experts in Africa, Asia Pacific and 

the Arab States. A comprehensive scan of the world of Open Access 

has been undertaken and I am pleased to launch the results of the 

mapping exercise as the Global Open Access Portal (GOAP). It is 

available at the http://www.unesco.org/ci/goap.  

 

The Portal at present has information from 148 countries at different 

levels of depth depending on the status of Open Access in the specific 

country. This GOAP will be a work in progress, and we would like to 

improve its contents continuously seeking contributions from the 



Open Access practitioners. For this, the Portal is supported by a 

strong Open Access Community with over 1400 members within the 

WSIS Knowledge Communities. The Portal also links to over 2000 

important institutions, initiatives and, projects in the field of Open 

Access.  

The Secretariat has also developed a comprehensive Open Access 

Strategy that was approved by the 187th Executive Board, and it will 

be debated in the on-going General Conference in the CI Commission 

on 3rd November 2011. The strategy has prioritised “provision of 

upstream policy advice and building partnerships” as one of the core 

areas, and a document entitled “Policy Guidelines for the 

Development and Promotion of Open Access” has already been 

developed to support our interventions in this field. This document 

will be printed early next year. 

 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the generous support 

received from Columbia, Denmark, Norway, and the United States for 

the development of the Global Open Access Portal. I encourage you 

all to further support this on-going activity that intends to be a 

clearing-house of information in the field of Open Access to scientific 

information and research.  

 



Now, let me turn to the other product that is as important as Open 

Educational Resources and Open Access. It is the third significant 

component of our “package of Openness” – the Open Training 

Platform. 

 

UNESCO is unveiling a completely revamped Open Training Platform, 

featuring a multilingual interface, and providing ad-hoc Web Services 

to its members and partners. 

 

The Open Training Platform is a UNESCO-powered hub offering free 

training resources on a wide range of development topics while 

fostering cooperation to provide free and open content for 

development.  At present, the Open Training Platform regroups 

partners from all UN agencies (FAO, ILO/ITC, ITU, UNESCO, UNITAR, 

UNV, WHO and UNEP), worldwide development practitioners and 

agencies, as well as regional and local NGOs and capacity building 

organizations.  

 

First launched in 2007, the platform features more than 3500 free 

training and learning resources accessible to users, better serving the 

learning needs of both local and specialized communities, trainers 

and decision makers.  Thanks to the growing number of online 



members, more than 5000 to date and partners, the number of 

available resources are constantly on the increase.  The Platform 

currently serves some 120, 000 visitors per year.   

 

The renewed Open Training Platform has multilingual content with a 

user interface available in the six official UNESCO languages, and is 

also accessible through mobile devices, such as smartphones and 

tablets.  

 

The Web portal facilitates access to non-certifying courses and 

training resources from over 630 different development institutions 

worldwide in twenty-one key domains for sustainable development 

of local capacities.  The domains covered include amongst others, 

agriculture, entrepreneurship, employment, media, ICT, health, HIV 

and AIDS, environment, life skill, community development and 

gender issues.  

 

UNESCO is aiming to reinforce the active participation of developing 

countries so as to bring the target audience on board. In this 

endeavour, the Open Training Platform relies on expanding 

commitments from big and small development stakeholders, from 



members and from partners to help meet the learning needs 

challenge.  

 

As a very clear example of this engagement, the Open Training 

Platform has recently added to its directory over 150 free courses at 

Certificate and Diploma level from UNESCO 2010 ICT in Education 

prize winner ALISON.com. 

 

Also along these similar lines, the revamped platform, which is 

entirely built on Free and Open Source software solutions, will from 

now on provide a complete set of Web services, allowing partners 

and members the capability of accessing the resources in the 

platform into their own Web sites in a personalized manner. 

 

Lastly but not least, I should like to invite you all to make use of and 

contribute to the Open Training Platform that is available at 

http://www.opentrainingplatform.org 

 

Thank you for your attention. 


